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Construction, Inc.

W304 54432 Brookhili Rd. REALTOR®
Waukesha, WI 53189

Phone: (262) 968-5888

PATRICK A. GERBENSKY Fax: (262) 968-3681
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HupyandAbrahams.c.

personal injury lawyers

Michael F. Hupy
National Board Certified

A Proven Record of Large Settlements Tel 414.223.4800
Tel 800.800.5678

Home 414.332.6660

Member of The Waukesha Gun Club




@ gw—tu—hunt Saskatchewan”
luck book published

Mark E. Torinus, local author and open shooter at the club, has
written a book called Praire Pothole Fever recounting serious
and not-so-serious lessons learned from 32 years of hunting
ducks in Saskatchewan.

Torinus, who hails from Delaficld, likes to say, “In Wisconsin,
we work hard to see 500 ducks over our decoys in a season. In
Saskatchewan, that is a good moming. Every hunter in the U.S.
needs to come to Canada at least once for duck hunting of a
lifetime.”

About 10 million ducks breed in the Saskatchewan prairie
pothole region alone, and 16.5 million breed in the prairie
pothole region of all of Canada.

The book has two purposes, according to the author. The first is
to tell vou how to do your own hunt . . . how to get started, plan

your lrip, order maps, get your licenses, transport guns and dogs,

scout for ducks and {inally, how to “get under ‘em” in big
numbers.

Here are examples of tips shared:

»  There are 252,000 square miles in Saskatchewan and fewer
than 1 million people. A farmhouse only comes along
every two or three miles. This all adds up to lots of
sparsely settled open space sporting lots and lots of wheat,
water, ducks and hunting opportunities. It is not unusual to
travel down a road and see a pothole every quarter mile
with a dozen puddler ducks or more on each.

% There is a great scnsc of freedom in being able to leave a

grid road and drive for miles across a harvested wheat field.

When we arrive in October, the crops are mostly harvested

and the wheat ficlds are stubble. These are safe to drive on,

which means that without fences, we can pretty well go
anywhere in a vehicle. When we glass ducks at a distance,
we normally can gel to them quickly by grid or by field.

The second purpose of the book, Torinus said, is to tell good
hunting stories — often humorous — about dogs, duck, hunts that
go well and hunts that go bust. Four generations have made the
annual trip, Torinus said, so the book is also about family,
[riends and tradition.

A Saskatchewan sunset.

A typical prairie pothole.

This little story captures the flavor:

“It was a drought year, and water was tough to find, much less ducks.
Riding down a remote grid road, we saw a furry of duck activity just
around the corner ahead. As we approached, the ducks swarmed in
tight circles and committed.

But the setting didn’t seem right. The birds were working
uncommonly close to farm buildings and machinery. They must
have been desperate for water, and they literally disappeared by the
hundreds down into a deep cattle dugout. A cattle dugout is a pit
maybe 45 feet wide, by 90 feet long, by 10 feet deep dug by a farmer
to collect water for thirsty cattle, or in this case, thirsty pigs. The
waler was low even here. What a strange sight, ducks disappearing
by the hundreds below the earth, then other ducks emerging from a
subterrancan hole, as even more ducks dropped in from the top.

As we all stared out the window, our friend Craton read our minds
and framed a searching question: ‘Given that these ducks are
desperate for walter, and given that this is manmade pig dugout in a
farm yard, would it be ethical for us to shoot these ducks? Wouldn’t
it be like shooting fish in a barrel?”

We all pondered his question while we watched a 150 more ducks
join their brethren. My f{riend Gary Cadicu then countered, ‘I think
there is only one ethical question here: Are the pigs out of the way?’

‘We drove on to other hunts.”

Prairie Pothole Fever is available at www.prairiepotholefever.com.

How to hunt
Saskat" Lhe’i

At local hookstores and www.prairiepotholefever.eom
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